AP Biology Book Report Grading Rubric 2010-2011
Student Name ________________________       Period ________
             Book: 
        Judas Strain                Black Order
	Grading Categories
	Excellent 25 pts
	Satisfactory 20 pts
	Good 15 pts
	Needs Work 10 pts
	Unacceptable 0 pts

	Neatness & Typed Criteria met
	Fewer than 2 spelling errors. Typed 1 ½ spaced with 1” margins all around. Baskerville Old Face font; size 12. The paper “flows” in a logical manner with no run-ons or sentence fragments.
	Between 2 – 6 spelling errors. Missing only one element of format. The paper makes sense, but has more > 1 run-on or fragment. 
	7 – 10 Spelling errors and missing two elements of format. The paper does not flow well, but the message gets across. Between 3 – 5 run-ons or fragments.
	> 10 spelling errors and missing > 2 elements of format. The paper makes sense, but it is poorly organized. > 5 run-ons or fragments.
	Multiple spelling errors, improper formatting, multiple run-ons and/or fragments. The paper is extremely difficult to read or understand. 

	Main Character Description
	All characters are described in detail. The student clearly understands the role of every character and explains them all in a comprehensible format.
	All of the characters are described in detail. The student understands the role of each character, but does not explain this in great detail. 
	Most of the characters are described in a somewhat comprehensible format. The student has missed one of the characters in his/her description.
	The student does not describe 2 of the main characters and the format is incomprehensible. The descriptions are very brief and do not capture the role of the characters mentioned.
	None of the characters are described or the few that are, are described very poorly. The character description lacks any detail and shows the student has no idea of the character’s role.  

	Problem / Conflict/ Climax Description
	The novel’s problem is clearly understood and explained. The student describes all major conflicts that occur throughout the entire book in a clear concise format and accurately describes the climax of the novel. 
	The problem is identified and described well. The student shows that they get the idea of the novel, but lacks the detail of ‘excellence’. Most of the conflicts are described and the climax is well understood. 
	The problem is identified, but not described in any great detail. The student understands the main idea of the novel, but lacks a deep understanding or does not show it. The conflicts are mentioned as well as the climax, but they both lack detail.
	The problem is identified, but not in detail. The student shows little understanding of what the novel is about. The conflict is poorly understood and the climax lacks detail. 
	Any part is missing from the book report. Any part mentioned is done poorly and lacks any detail. The student shows little to no understanding of what the novel is about. 

	Real World Scientific Connection
	The student links the factual science base from the novel to the real world in a logical manner and connects it to their everyday life. All factual scientific concepts present in the book read are included.
	The student shows a basic understanding of how most of the scientific concepts presented in the book relate to the real world and their daily life. 
	The student shows a basic understanding of the science behind the novel read, but lacks the description and linking to describe it in detail. Also, showing little understanding of how it is part of his/her daily life.
	The student does not show an understanding of any of the scientific topics or does not explain that them well. Missing more than one scientific concept from the novel read and poorly explaining it will give the student this rating.
	The student does not explain any of the scientific concepts or misunderstands the author’s connections. Poorly written or absent or lacking any amount of detail will earn this rating.


